
 
Legal guardianship is established when a person petitions their local court to let them act on 
behalf of a loved one who cannot make decisions independently - such as a minor or an elderly, 
incapacitated individual. Laws vary by state, but those petitioning for guardianship of a loved 
one usually choose whether to provide oversight for their loved one’s medical and personal 
decisions, financial decisions, or other legal issues. 
 
If an older or incapacitated adult in your life is no longer making sound decisions, guardianship 
allows you to act on their behalf. You can then make suitable decisions on financial accounts or 
healthcare and avoid other activities that might harm your loved one.   
 
Guardianship may be necessary to ensure your parent or another family member: 
 

• is safe from abuse, neglect, or fraud 
• receives necessary long-term care 
• has the highest quality of life possible 
• obtains necessary medical care and treatment 
• is protected from financial exploitation 

 
Naming a guardian and going through the legal process is not something to take lightly. If you 
are considering whether guardianship is necessary for your loved one, consider discussing your 
case with a lawyer.  
 
 
 
LegalShield provides equal access to the liberty, equality, opportunity, and justice everyone 
deserves. 
 

If you don’t have  

 
please consider enrolling at your next opportunity. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
This is a general overview of the legal plan coverage available from Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. (“PPLSI”) for illustration purposes only. See a plan 
contract for specific state of residence for complete terms, coverage, amounts and conditions. Trial defense is not available in all states. PPLSI provides 
access to legal services offered by a network of provider law firms to PPLSI members through membership-based participation. Neither PPLSI nor its 
officers, employees or sales associates directly or indirectly provide legal services, representation, or advice.   
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